
Holy Communion at  
St Paul’s, Ashgrove 

 
PENTECOST 6, 2023 

 
 
Song: Now thank we all our God (TiS 106) 
 
The Lord be with you, and also with you 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  
 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
God has called us to be a people through whom the whole world is blessed. 
  
Let us attend to the ways we have settled for less and commit ourselves once again to follow 
God’s call. 
 
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness  
to all who return in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
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we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
whose Son came eating and drinking, 
exposing the rivalry 
that tears the world apart: 
may we share his feast and friendship 
and lay our burdens 
in his liberating arms; 
through Jesus Christ, Wisdom’s child. Amen. 
 

Genesis 24: 34–38, 42–49, 58–67 
34 So he said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. 
35 The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks 
and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 
36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him 
all that he has. 
37 My master made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of 
the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 
38 but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.” 
42 ‘I came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord , the God of my master Abraham, if now you will 
only make successful the way I am going! 
43 I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to 
whom I shall say, ‘Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,’ 
44 and who will say to me, ‘Drink, and I will draw for your camels also’—let her be the woman 
whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.” 
45 ‘Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water-jar on 
her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, “Please let me drink.” 
46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, “Drink, and I will also water your 
camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 
47 Then I asked her, “Whose daughter are you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, 
whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 
48 Then I bowed my head and worshipped the Lord , and blessed the Lord , the God of my master 
Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his 
son. 
49 Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I 
may turn either to the right hand or to the left.’ 
58 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ She said, ‘I will.’ 
59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his 
men. 
60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 
‘May you, our sister, become 
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     thousands of myriads; 
may your offspring gain possession 
     of the gates of their foes.’ 
61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the 
servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
62 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 
63 Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 
64 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 
65 and said to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?’ The 
servant said, ‘It is my master.’ So she took her veil and covered herself. 
66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 
67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his 
wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
 
For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 45: 10-17 
10 Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear: 

forget your own people and your father’s house. 
11 The king desires your beauty: 

he is your lord, therefore bow down before him. 
12 The richest among the people, O daughter of Tyre: 

shall entreat your favour with gifts. 
13 The king’s daughter is all glorious within: 

her clothing is embroidered cloth-of-gold. 
14 In robes of many colours she is led to you, O king: 

and, after her, the virgins that are with her. 
15 They are led with gladness and rejoicing: 

they enter the palace of the king. 
16 In place of your fathers you shall have sons: 

and make them princes over all the land. 
17 And I will make known your name to every generation: 

therefore the peoples shall give you praise for ever. 
 

Romans 7: 14–25 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under sin. 15 I do not 
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I 
do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can 
will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 
me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the 
law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man 
that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to 
the law of sin. 
 
For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 

Song: Come as you Are! (TiS 693) 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 



 4 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 11 beginning at verse 15. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Matthew 11: 15–19, 25–30 

15 Let anyone with ears listen! 
16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and 
calling to one another, 
17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
     we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 
19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 
25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 
28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Sermon - www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/ 
 
Silence 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

http://www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/
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He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
God of the nations, 
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace,  
have mercy on our broken and divided world.  
Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all  
and banish from them the spirit that makes for war,  
that all races and peoples may learn to live  
as members of one family and in obedience to your law,  
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
God who made our home,  
And made your home with us,  
Yet often had no place to lay your head,  
Have mercy today on all who have no home.  
Provide shelter and protection,  
A future and a hope,  
To all whose beds tonight will be unsafe, unstable or exposed.  
Grant wisdom and compassion,  
To everyone with power or resources  
To provide housing solutions,  
So that all may live in peace  
And share with equity and thanksgiving  
The good things you provide  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  
 
All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without touching. 
 
Song: I heard the voice of Jesus Say (TiS 585) 

 

While we are now passing around the collection bowls again you may like to also consider giving 
electronically through your bank. St Paul’s bank details are Name: Ithaca-Ashgrove Anglican 
Parish BSB: 704901 Acc NO: 00004420 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept all we have, all we give, and all we are,  
As we dedicate it all to your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
…and sing together the eternal song: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
…Do this in remembrance of me.'  
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
   
…all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever.  
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
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Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament 
of the body and blood of Christ 
in remembrance that he died and rose for us, 
and feed on him in our hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving. 
 
Please come forward to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers are available (please ask). 
If you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing (keep your hands 
behind your back).  
 

With the high incidence of Covid and influenza in the community we ask you to:  
• Maintain physical distancing of 1.5m as you move forward  
• Use hand sanitiser before receiving the bread and wine 
• NOT intinct (dip the bread in the wine)  
• Take wine only if you are free from symptoms and free of anxiety about drinking from the 

common cup. Be assured that Christ is present in you and for you as you receive the bread 
alone.  

 
Silence for communion 
 
Living God,  
in this holy meal you fill us with new hope. 
May the power of your love, 
which we have known in word and sacrament, 
continue your saving work among us, 
give us courage for our pilgrimage, 
and bring us to the joys you promise. 
 
Most loving God,  
you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  

 
Announcements 
 
Song: Christ be Our Light (SP23) 
 
Please stand and turn to face the back for the blessing 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Amen  
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ST PAUL’S NOTICEBOARD 
Join us for morning tea after the service! 

Upcoming events 
 

Call for blanket and or doonas - If anyone has any spare or unused blankets or doonas hidden 
away in linen cupboards we would appreciate them as donations to the Thrift Shop. This cold 
winter is prompting lots of requests. Many thanks, The Thrift Shop Team. 
 
Sun 16 July, 8:30am Bishop Jeremy at St Paul’s – if there is anyone that would like to be 

confirmed please contact Rev 
Margaret 

 

Wed 19 July, 9.30-3pm ANSD Quiet Day – ‘Abide in 
Love’, Rev Margaret will be 
facilitating the day. Please rsvp 
to the office. 

 

Thurs 27 July Seminar – ‘Women in the 
Church’ with Rev Dr Margaret 
Wesley, Ms Tanja Hagedorn, 
The Ven. Dr Lucy Morris and Rev Dr Anita Munro, 9.30am-3pm at St 
Francis College – register with this link 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/breaking-through-the-stained-glass-ceiling-tickets-
651569872027 

 

Fri 4 Aug Taize (6pm in the church) followed by Fish & Chips - please contact 
Pam or John Hynd if you are interested in joining us 0431 424 737 or 
pamhynd@hotmail.com 

 

Sun 27 August Women’s and Girl’s High Tea, 2.30-4.30pm 

 

Jubilee Terrace Playgroup - weekly on a Friday from 9.30-11.30am during school terms. $4 per 
week to cover cost. Registered Playgroup with Play Matters. 
 
Bible Study and Morning Prayer every Wednesday morning during school terms. Prayer from 
9:05am and Bible Study from 9.45. Everyone welcome! 
 
Would you like to get more involved? In addition to our regular activities, we would love to start 
organising BBQs, trivia nights, a craft group, a writer’s group, a social justice group, etc. If you 
would like to involved with any of these, or if you have other ideas for things we might begin, 
please get in touch with Rev Margaret. 
 

For your prayers 
The Archbishop Election Committee as they discern who will be our next Archbishop. 
Brendon, Angela, Liam, Marian, Everton Park Congregation, Avril, Gemma and Yen, Revd Sue 
and the Goonaneman Parish, Elizabeth, Revd Jack and the LAMB Medical Ministry in 
Bangladesh. We give thanks for the continuing recovery of Sam and Genevieve. And for Joy and 
Romola who are at home or in a nursing home.  
 
If you know of someone who needs our prayers, please put a note in the ‘Everything Box’ or email our office. We will 
include them in our intercessions for a month. If they still need prayer after a month, please get in touch again. 

 
Parish contact details - Rev Dr Margaret Wesley – priest@stpaulsashgrove.org.au, 0424 214 924 

Parish Office – paris.office@stpaulsashgrove.org.au, 07 3366 2320 

mailto:pamhynd@hotmail.com
mailto:priest@stpaulsashgrove.org.au
mailto:paris.office@stpaulsashgrove.org.au

