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Holy Communion at St 
Paul’s, Ashgrove 

 
PENTECOST 21, 2023 

 

P: Welcome 
 

 Song: Let there be Love (SPHB ) 
 
P: The Lord be with you, and also with you 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  

 
LA:  We acknowledge the custodians of the land where we gather today - the Jagera and Turrbal 

people. We celebrate their culture, thank them for their care of the land and pay respects to 
their elders: past, present and emerging, whose voices we seek to hear and heed. 

 
LA:  Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.  

Matthew 22: 21 

 
LA: [Let us pray]  
 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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P: God of servant rule, 

your kingdom breaks our tangled webs 
where state and church collude 
to worship power and trade on fear: 
grant us the wit and will 
to give you what is your own, 
no more nor less 
than all the world and time; 
through Jesus Christ, whose kingdom comes. Amen. 

 
Exodus 33: 12–23 

12 Moses said to the LORD, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know you by name, and you have 
also found favour in my sight.” 13 Now if I have found favour in your sight, show me your ways, so 
that I may know you and find favour in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your 
people.’ 14 He said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ 15 And he said to him, ‘If 
your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have 
found favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be 
distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.’ 17 The LORD said to Moses, 
‘I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favour in my sight, and I know you 
by name.’ 18 Moses said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.’ 19 And he said, ‘I will make all my goodness 
pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, “The LORD ”; and I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But’, he said, ‘you 
cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.’ 21 And the LORD continued, ‘See, there is a 
place by me where you shall stand on the rock; 22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a 
cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I will take away 
my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.’ 
 
For the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 99 
1 The Lord is king, let the nations tremble: 

he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake. 
2 The Lord is great in Zion: 

he is high above all nations. 
3 Let them praise your great and terrible name: 

for holy is the Lord. 
4 The Mighty One is king and loves justice: 

you have established equity, 
you have dealt righteousness and justice in Jacob. 

5 O exalt the Lord our God: 
and bow down before his footstool, for he is holy. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his name: 
they called to the Lord and he answered. 

7 He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud: 
they kept to his teachings and the law that he gave them. 

8 You answered them, O Lord our God: 
you were a forgiving God to them, 
and pardoned their wrongdoing. 

9 O exalt the Lord our God: 
and bow down towards his holy hill, 
for the Lord our God is holy. 
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1 Thessalonians 1: 1–10 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ:Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention 
you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to 
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of people we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators 
of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For 
the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 
place where your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about 
it. 9 For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and 
how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 
 
Song: A New Commandment (TiS 699) 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 22, beginning at verse 15 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Matthew 22: 15–33 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not?’ 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then 
he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21 They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then 
he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.’ 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 23 The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection; and they 
asked him a question, saying, 24 ‘Teacher, Moses said, “If a man dies childless, his brother shall 
marry the widow, and raise up children for his brother.” 25 Now there were seven brothers among 
us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow to his brother. 26 The second did the 
same, so also the third, down to the seventh. 27 Last of all, the woman herself died. 28 In the 
resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of them had married her.’ 29 Jesus 
answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the power of 
God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in 
heaven. 31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by 
God, 32 “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is God not of the 
dead, but of the living.’ 33 And when the crowd heard it, they were astounded at his teaching. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Sermon - www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/ 
 
Silence 
 

http://www.stpaulsashgrove.org.au/sermons/
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LA: Nicene Creed 
 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
God of the nations, 
whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace,  
have mercy on our broken and divided world.  
Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all  
and banish from them the spirit that makes for war,  
that all races and peoples may learn to live  
as members of one family and in obedience to your law,  
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
God who made our home,  
And made your home with us,  
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Yet often had no place to lay your head,  
Have mercy today on all who have no home.  
Provide shelter and protection,  
A future and a hope,  
To all whose beds tonight will be unsafe, unstable or exposed.  
Grant wisdom and compassion,  
To everyone with power or resources  
To provide housing solutions,  
So that all may live in peace  
And share with equity and thanksgiving  
The good things you provide  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 

 
LA: God has called us to be a people through whom the whole world is blessed. 
  

Let us attend to the ways we have settled for less and commit ourselves once again to 
follow God’s call. 
 
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
P: Almighty God,  

who has promised forgiveness  
to all who return in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
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and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P: We are the body of Christ. His Spirit is with us.  
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  
 

Exchange a sign of peace. 
 
P: Song: Love is His Word (TiS 534 v1, 5, 6, 7) 
 
The collection bowl will be passed around during this song to support the ministry of St Paul’s.  
Most members give electronically through their bank, instead. St Paul’s bank details are Name: 
Ithaca-Ashgrove Anglican Parish BSB: 704901 Acc NO: 00004420 
 
P: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept all we have, all we give, and all we are,  
As we dedicate all to your glory  
and the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever 

 
P: The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is always right to praise you, our faithful, loving God, 
Who brought light and life out of nothingness. 
You created all of humanity into your image, 
And called your people to be your light in every dark place, 
Reflecting your love, your beauty and your justice. 
You gave us stories, structures, law and wisdom 
To sustain us in this high calling. 
Though we have never lived up to our calling 
You have never lost faith in us. 
You keep calling us to be your royal priesthood, 
With the whole earth as your temple. 
And so, we praise you, 
joining with people of all times and places 
who have heard your call, 
and singing together the eternal song: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
When the fullness of time was come, 
you sent your Son to be born of Mary. 
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Bright image of your glory, 
he learnt obedience to you in all things, 
even to death on a cross, 
breaking the power of evil, 
freeing us from sin, and putting death to flight. 
You raised him from death, 
exalting him to glory, 
and the new day dawned. 
On the night he was betrayed 
your Son Jesus Christ shared food with his friends, 
his companions on the way. 
While at table he took bread, 
blessed, and broke it, 
and giving it to them, said: 
‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ 
He took a cup of wine, 
and, giving thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
‘This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
Therefore, living God, as we obey his command, 
we remember his life of obedience to you, 
his suffering and death, 
his resurrection and exaltation, 
and his promise to be with us for ever. 
With this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his saving death until he comes. 
 
Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration 
that all who eat and drink at this table 
may be strengthened by Christ’s body and blood 
to serve you in the world. 
As one body and one holy people, 
may we proclaim the everlasting gospel 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom, with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever. 
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
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The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that 
he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Please come forward to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers are available 
(please ask). If you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing 
(keep your hands behind your back).  
 

You are welcome to kneel at the communion rail. If you prefer to stand, please stand in the 
middle section.  
 
For the safety of all in the community we ask you to:  
• Use hand sanitiser before receiving the bread and wine 
• NOT intinct (dip the bread in the wine)  
• Take wine only if you are free from symptoms and free of anxiety about drinking from the 

common cup. Be assured that Christ is present in you and for you as you receive the 
bread alone.  

 
Living God,  
in this holy meal you fill us with new hope. 
May the power of your love, 
which we have known in word and sacrament, 
continue your saving work among us, 
give us courage for our pilgrimage, 
and bring us to the joys you promise. 
Most loving God,  
you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
in the power of your Spirit.  
 

Announcements 
 
Song: Power of Your Love (SPHB 26) 
 
Please stand and turn to face the back for the blessing 
 
P: Gracious God, as now we part, 

Grant that we may walk in your presence, 
Your love in our hearts, 
Your truth in our minds, 
Your strength in our wills; 
Until, at the end of our journey, 
We know the joy of our homecoming 
And the welcome of your embrace 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord and of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Amen  
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ST PAUL’S NOTICEBOARD 
Join us for morning tea after the 9am service! 

Upcoming events 

 
Mon 30 Oct Book Club – The Bookbinder of Jericho by Pip Williams, 7.30pm in the Crypt 
 
Sat 18 Nov Deanery Visioning Day – 

for ALL of us to consider 
how we might work 
together to serve our 
communities more 
effectively than we can 
alone.  

 
24-26 Nov Northern Region Lay 

Retreat (Silent Retreat) – 
Auchenflower, Facilitator: 
Dr Patrick Oliver. For 
further details and 
booking: 
neridamurray@me.com  

 
 
Scam alert: Please check the phone number and email address of all correspondence purporting to come 
from St Paul’s against the contact details listed below. 

 
Jubilee Terrace Playgroup - weekly on a Friday from 9.30-11.30am during school terms. $4 per 
week to cover cost. Registered Playgroup with Play Matters. 
 
Bible Study and Morning Prayer every Wednesday morning during school terms. Prayer from 
9:05am and Bible Study from 9.45. Everyone welcome! 
 
Would you like to get more involved? If you have any ideas for events of activities you would 
like to organise at St Paul’s, please get in touch with Rev Margaret. 
 
For your prayers 
Ofa, Rebekah, Clinton, Melissa, Sue J, Anne (Sue’s daughter), Angela, Liam. We give thanks for 
the continuing recovery of Revd Jack, Avril and Sam. 
 
Rev Jack and Rev Kathy and the Everton Park Congregation, Revd Sue and the Goonaneman 
Parish and the LAMB Medical Ministry in Bangladesh  
 
We hold in our prayers Wayne, Noel, Joy and Romola who are at home or in a nursing home.  
 
Give thanks for the life of Elizabeth and Margaret and her family at this time. 
 

Please let us know at the office if you would like someone added or removed from our prayer list. 

 
Parish contact details – Rev Dr Margaret Wesley – priest@stpaulsashgrove.org.au, 0424 214 924 

Parish Office – parish.office@stpaulsashgrove.org.au, 07 3366 2320 
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